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The only question which remains to be answered
is this, Was it one and the same volume of water
which supplied all the lateral channels of speech ? or,
to drop all metaphor, are the roots which were joined
together according to the radical, the terminational,
and inflectional systems, identically the same ? The
only way to answer, or at least to dispose of, this
question is to consider the nature and origin of
roots; and we shall then have reached the extreme
limits to which inductive reasoning can carry us in
our researches into the mysteries of human speech.

point than the Mandarin pronunciation. If a large number of words
are common to Chinese, Mongol, and Tartar, we must go back at least
twelve centuries to obtain a convenient epoch of comparison.

' III. WMle Mongol has no traces of tones, they are very distinctly
developed in Tibetan. Csoma de ELo'ros and Schmidt do not mention the
existence of tones. But they plainly occur in the pronunciation of native
Tibetans resident in Peking.

* IV. As in the case of the comparison with Mongol, it is necessary in
examining the connection of Tibetan with Chinese to adopt the old form
of the Chinese, with its more numerous final consonants, and its full
system of soft and aspirated initials.    The Tibetan numerals exemplify
this with sufficient clearness.

* V. While the Mongol is near the Chinese in the extensive prevalence
of words common to the two languages, the Tibetan is nearer in phonal
structure as being tonic and monosyllabic.   This being so, it is not so
remarkable that there are many words common to the Chinese and the
Tibetan (for they are to be expected).  But th.it there should be, perhaps,
as many in the Mongol with its long untoned polysyllables, is a curious
circumstance.'

An Essay by Mr. Edkins on the same subject, * On the Common
Origin of the Chinese and Mongol Languages,* has just been published
in the Revue orientals, No. 56, p. 75. Paris, 1865.

See also M. M., On the Stratification of Language, 3868.